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Introduction 

Hello everybody, my name's Tim from www.ieltsfreeway.com.  Today I'm going to be sharing with you how to learn 

vocabulary.  Now we all know that having a good range of vocabulary is really important if you want to score highly in the 

IELTS test, but it is also really important if you just want to be able to sound natural when you speak to other people in daily 

life.  

So, today I'm going to be sharing with you a very simple, yet highly effective 3 step process, and here it is:   

 Read  

 Record 

 Review 

 

Now, that might not sound very exciting but I can assure you, it is extremely effective. And if you want to do well at IELTS 

then you need to be studying effectively! Let’s have a look at those steps in more detail now. 

 

Step 1 - Read 

Reading – The ‘What’ and the ‘Why’ 

Reading is by far the best way to improve your vocabulary and why is that?  Well, the reason is that you see the new words 

and phrases being used in context.  That is really important, because it shows you how the new word fits together with the 

words around them.  This means that you start to use the language in the same way The IELTS examiners call this 

‘Collocation’.  

When you used words with other words that fit together naturally they're collocations 

and they increase your band score. Also, by learning the words in context, you learn the 

correct word formations for when it's being used in different parts of a sentence.   

For example, the word ‘success’, well, the different word formations are ‘success’, 

‘successful’ and ‘successfully’. You need to learn each different word formation and 

how to use it in a sentence, not just learn the meaning of the word. 

Reading enables you to see exactly how the words are used in the which formation and 

with the right collocations. And what should you be reading exactly?  

You really could read anything to improve your vocabulary, but if you want to make 

sure your vocabulary is as relevant as possible for the IELTS test, then I recommend that 

you focus your reading around the popular IELTS topic areas pictured. 

The brilliant thing about the IELTS topics is that they are all covered extensively in the 

news. Therefore, reading news websites and staying up to date with the news is a great way of increasing your vocabulary. 

So, www.bbc.com , www.independent.co.uk website, www.cnn.com if you like American style, the Sydney Morning Herald 

www.smy.com (Australian) and any of the national newspapers that are printed in English are great places for you to learn 

Common IELTS 

Topics 

1. Technology 

2. Health 

3. Development 

4. Government Spending 

5. Environment 

6. Globalization 

7. Youth Crime 

8. Criminal Justice 

9. Education 

10. Public Transport 
 

http://ieltsfreeway.com/
http://www.ieltsfreeway.com/
http://www.bbc.com/
http://www.independent.co.uk/
http://www.cnn.com/
http://www.smy.com/
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new vocabulary.  Some of them even have dedicated learning sections.  For example, the BBC has a special learning section. 

The Bangkok Post has an excellent learning section as well. 

You could also read some of the websites that are written specifically for second 

language learners and that includes www.breakingnewsenglish.com  

That's a fantastic resource because it has the articles in different levels and it also 

has vocabulary exercises that go with it.  There are even discussion questions too, which make it really great for anyone 

preparing for IELTS. 

 

Reading – The ‘When’ and the ‘Where’ 

When should you read?  Well, you should read whenever you can and as often as you can.  

 How about when you’re in the bus on the way to college or work.  

 How about when you're waiting in a queue somewhere. 

 How about before you go to bed in the evening. 

 

The more you can read the better.  Think about how much time you might spend on social media when you perhaps could 

use that time to be reading English instead, or why not ‘like’ and follow the news websites so that when you do open 

Facebook you automatically see the news articles which you can then go and read. 

 

Reading – The ‘How’  

And how should you read?  Well, you can practice the 3 IELTS reading skills of;  

 Skimming  

 Scanning and  

 Reading for detail  

 

Firstly, skimming, you can practice this when you first open a web page or newspaper article.  It’s just moving your eyes 

across the page without reading any full sentences.  See if you can get an idea of what it's about. That’s skimming, just trying 

to get a general meaning without reading too closely.   

The second skill you can then practice is ‘scanning’.  Go back and scan through the article and pick out specific numbers, or 

places, or people.  This could also mean looking for: 

 Where something is happening 

 What time something is happening or when something happened 

 Who was involved?  

 

It’s the specific pieces of information that you can go and just pull out of the article.  That’s how you practice scanning. And 

then ‘reading for detail’; this is when what you really focus and read through a paragraph as closely and in as much detail 

http://ieltsfreeway.com/
http://www.bangkokpost.com/learning/
http://www.breakingnewsenglish.com/
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as you can, to really get a firm understanding of a paragraph or article.  This is vitally important in IELTS especially with 

question types such as: True/False and not given.  So, that is how you should read. 

 

Step 2 - Record 

Recording – The ‘What’, ‘Why’ and the ‘When’ 

Step two is to record the words that you are learning.  You need to write them down. It doesn't matter where you write 

them. If you write them in a notebook, which is my preference, or if you put them in an app on your phone it's completely 

up to you, but you do need to record them somewhere so you can refer back 

to them later. If you don't you're likely to simply forget the words.  

You should also record not just the single words, but also the phrase it is 

within. This means that you'll be learning how to naturally use the word and 

you could also record the exact sentence that it is used in as well. This will 

help you when you start writing your own sentences.  

 

Recording – The ‘How’ 

Next, to get the meaning of a new word I recommend that you use a dictionary.  It will also give you the exact word 

formations as well. You can also use synonym.com, this website will give you synonyms for any word you type in. Synonyms 

can give you a really good idea about the meaning of the new word that you 

are learning.   

They’re often not exact replacements, but they give you a really good ‘feel’ for 

the word and you can also simply ‘Google’ the word or the phrase.  This works 

really well with phrases.   

If you do ‘Google’ the phrase then you can see how that phrase has been used 

in different articles or in different web pages and see the exact way that different people use those particular phrases.  And 

that can really give you a very clear understanding of how you should be using the phrase as well. So that's how to record 

your vocabulary. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://ieltsfreeway.com/
http://www.synonym.com/
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Step 3 – Review 

The third step in learning new vocabulary is to review the words that you're learning.  You should be able to use your word 

lists and test yourself on the spellings of the words and the meanings of the words and how they are used in a sentence.  

What you should do with your words is write sentences using the word and in different formations.    

You might write 6 sentences for every new word that you've learnt, and in those sentences you need to vary the type of 

formation of the word which you use.   

You might, if you were learning the word ‘transport’, write: “I take 

public transport to work every day”.  You might write 

“transportation in this city is not very good”.   

So you've now got the different formations of the word and you 

are remembering exactly how to use the word and not just what it 

means.   

You should do this as often as you can.  The more frequently you 

review your words the easier it becomes to remember them.  It 

should be a constant process.   

Once you think you've remembered all the words completely don't just throw away the list, come back to it again, maybe a 

month later and review the words again.  You should be doing this on a continuous basis and in this way you're going to be 

able to build up your vocabulary for the IELTS test. 

Finally, I want you to imagine yourself in a few years’ time wandering down the streets of London, New York, Sydney, or any 

other English speaking city of your choice. See yourself, speaking with confidence with the native English speakers there. 

See yourself in conversation with them, in different situations, making new friends, asking for advice, explaining your own 

unique culture in great detail, in English, to other English speakers. How good would that make you feel? How happy would 

you be to finally get a real control over the English language? 

I ask you these questions, because, I know it sounds strange, but it is important that you believe in yourself. You do have 

potential, you can learn more vocabulary, YOU can do well in the IELTS test. How do I know? I have seen it happen in so 

many other students that I have taught, and I know it is possible for you too! After all, if you have read all of this document 

and are still with me now, that tells me that YOU have the right attitude to succeed at learning English, and in your IELTS 

test. I look forward to writing/speaking to you again in future e-mails.  

Here is to your future success, 

Tim James, ieltsfreeway.com 

 

 

 

 

http://ieltsfreeway.com/
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Recommended Resources 

Specific ‘Language Learning’ News Sites: 

BBC Learning English 

The Bangkok Post Learning English 

Australiaplus.com 

Breakingnewsenglish.com 

Newsinlevels.com 

CNN10.com (the news explained) 

New York Times Learning Section 

Entrepreneur.com (Advanced reading for the business 

minded) 

OneStopEnglish.com (Monthly news articles) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary Learning Software (Some free and some paid) 

Quizlet.com (a personal favourite of mine) 

Wordpal.com 

Vocab1.com 

Overnightvocabulary.com 

Speed Study English Vocabulary 

 

Online Dictionaries 

Cambridge English Dictionary 

Dictionary.com 

Oxford English Dictionary 

Merriam-Webster 

 

Online Thesaurus 

Thesaurus.com 

Synonym.com 

ironicsans.com 

 

Further Resources: 
 

IELTSfreeway.com – Main 
site for free information 
about all parts of the test. 
 

IELTSfreeway on Facebook – 

Like the page to get updates, 

latest exam questions, tips, 

strategies and to connect 

with other IELTS students. 

 

IELTSfreeway’s Youtube 

Channel – Video explainers 

and more… 

 

IELTSfreeway’s e-mails – You 

must have already signed up 

for this, so loads more great 

stuff to come, watch out for 

more emails! 
 

http://ieltsfreeway.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/learningenglish
http://www.bangkokpost.com/learning/
http://tv.australiaplus.com/learningenglish
http://breakingnewsenglish.com/
file:///C:/Windows/system32/config/systemprofile/Downloads/newsinlevels.com
http://edition.cnn.com/cnn10
https://www.nytimes.com/section/learning
https://www.entrepreneur.com/
https://www.entrepreneur.com/
http://www.onestopenglish.com/skills/news-lessons/monthly-topical-news-lessons/
https://quizlet.com/
http://www.toptenreviews.com/software/education/best-vocabulary-software/wordpal-review/
https://www.vocab1.com/
http://overnightvocabulary.com/
http://www.selectsoftnow.com/
http://dictionary.cambridge.org/
http://www.dictionary.com/
https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/
https://www.merriam-webster.com/
http://www.thesaurus.com/
http://www.synonym.com/
http://www.ironicsans.com/thsrs/
http://ieltsfreeway.com
http://ieltsfreeway.com/
https://www.facebook.com/IELTS-Freeway-133590000383914/?ref=nf
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCgQ3UKy2Or1YFOzrOv4cZgw

